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Lawson and Oldham's narrative is the story of parallel, intertwined brotherhoods on either side of

the law--the New York City Police Department and the five Mafia families of the 1980's and early

1990's. It is subtitled "The True Story of Two Cops Who Murdered for the Mafia." The cops in

question are Stephen Caracappa and Louis Eppolito. The story, however, belongs to NYPD

detective William Oldham, one of the co-authors of the book. Oldham was a in the police

brotherhood with Caracappa and Eppolito, admiring first grade detective Caracappa's work in the

organized crime unit from a distance, and puzzling at Eppolito's flaunting of police department

regulations about fraternizing with mafia members.Oldham made his way through the ranks of the

NYPD with a wary eye on the Caracappa/Eppolito duo. Eppolito retired in the early nineties and

published a tell-all memoir about his association with the mafia, bragging about brutal take-downs

and his delight at being in bed with the wise guys. Caracappa was a figure in the tell-all memoir, and

retired shortly thereafter to keep his pension an avoid the inevitable NYPD Internal Affairs



investigationLuchese family boss Gaspipe Casso turned state's evidence in the mid-nineties and

confessed all to the FBI and NYPD in exchange for placement in the witness protection program. He

had dirt on the Luchese family and other mobsters which rivaled the confessions of Sammy the Bull

Gravano. A common thread in all his stories was "the crystal ball" (or "the cops"), a pair of crooked

cops, one from the Major Case Squad, who helped Casso rise to mythical levels within his crime

family.
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